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We observed, discussed and reflected.



Simple displays in classrooms with key 
learning 



Reading as a priority – evident in displays

• Book spines painted on lockers

• Class caterpillars added to throughout the year 
to show how many books classes had read



Wider curriculum was key – great provision 
for DT for all ages



A well-rounded education



Less time spent planning and resourcing as 
more focus on textbooks – very little marking



Quick look into 2030 in Reykjavik (from talks 
with a head teacher)
• Social skills – showing responsibility and agency

• Self-empowerment – developing a positive self concept

• Literacy – understanding society and environment

• Creativity – applying creative thinking

• Health – acquiring a healthy lifestyle and feeling good

‘We want to develop positive students who are willing to cope with life and set their path 
to future studies and active members of society’.

Appears to be a focus on mental health 
and wellbeing – the whole child.



What can we bring back to our school? 
What next? 

1. Independence – there was less 
adult intervention and more 
adult facilitation all the way 
through from early years to 
secondary age- early years had 
more opportunities for sustained 
play/ secondary children 
explored and learned at their 
own pace in their own styles

2. Less monitoring– teachers felt 
relaxed and had autonomy over 
their practise. There was no 
evidence of reviews and 
observations or book scrutinies
when talking to teachers.



Children go out in all weathers and from two years old, 
they wear appropriate clothing to explore outside.





Staff rooms were calm, comfortable without work or information on 
walls. There was not a computer or laptop in sight. They had different 

areas for planning and meetings. One had a lovely coffee machine! 
The rooms felt very relaxed and spacious.



As an Early Years/KS1 group we thought about what appeared to 
make the school so impressive as we explored it for the morning.



More thoughts from our reflective sessions



These were some of our last thoughts based on the 
reflective sessions we took part in over the week.



As our NPAT group, we thought about things that may constrain us from putting these 
principles into practice and what might need to happen for these to take place. Part of it was 

about being trusted to implement them and the heads we spoke to talked a lot about 
trusting their staff in their school. The other thing was our education system, and our NPAT 

academy, could be seen to be driven by targets and this can be constraining at times.
Do these targets and the curriculum structure have the needs of the children at is core?



Thank you for giving us the opportunity to go on this 
valuable, educational trip. We learned much about the 

country, culture and fantastic educational principles. 
We really appreciate it.


